[Aspiration of foreign bodies in the bronchi in children].
Records on 28 children (19 boys and 9 girls), mean age 3.1 years (range 6 months to 11 years), treated for foreign body aspiration (FBA) at the Department of Pediatrics, Split Clinical Hospital, during the 1992-1997 period, were analyzed. The mean hospital stay was 12.3 days (range 1 h to 92 days). History data on tracheobronchial FBA were available in 23 (82%) children. Radiologic findings pointed to FBA in 22 (77%) children. Rigid tracheobronchoscopy was performed in all patients, and proved successful in 26 (93%) of children. Digestible foreign bodies and food particles were removed in 22 (78%) children. Right-sided and left-sided bronchial FBA was recorded in 14 (50%) and 13 (46%) patients, respectively, whereas bilateral obstruction was present in one patient. The importance of suspected FBA in children with pronounced symptoms of coughing, dyspnea and choke is emphasized. Rigid tracheobronchoscopy and foreign body removal by forceps under anesthesia is an efficient and safe method, and we recommend its wider use in clinical practice.